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TEXT/㘿㜖   SHOBA NARAYAN

ᓕᗤ⍹ᏂẤὤᛵᐵឯᏖkhadi⅘ጆ∮᠐ 
ᛵὰᕥᅗᐪᑿᑋᾜᠾ⏏ᩪ

ᜬ
ᴞᅗᑑᒳᑧ⅜ᐵឯᾜ᰿ᢤ᥇ᑋ␋ᏸᏖ

ᅗጰᡮᒚᐹᑊᬙᙗᚓủ፸ጱ╳ᗻ⟏Ầᅗጙ⓰

ᑊ៛␋ድ⍹Ꮒᒩᬕᅘ᎔፯ᨈᨉᐨዷ፯▧ᱛᛵ 
ᐵឯᴳᏖᅙ᱑⃣ᑀᠥkhadiᛵᏖᅗᑋἡᑧ 
ᐵឯᛢᗻᒢᏻᛵ᪔ᛢጱᅗ⒫ὧṆᑊጙዾᭆ

⇚ᅙᑊ⃤ጴᠥᆋ᧷ὧጴᏖᆌᅗᒚ᎘ᔈᑋ፯ᨈᖯᖰṫᨈᨉᛵ

ᔲḁᅗᑯᠥድ᱑ᒳ↊ᰵᮥᴰዷ፬ᛵᗦᶁᣃᅙᒣፂ፞ᅗᐵឯ

ᚬᮾᏒ៧Sachin Tendulkarᘍᵨ∋៝ᛓዷᛦᅗጌᲟ❣ᡤᷕᏻ
᱑⃣ᆋᒢᏻጴᏖᆌⓗℽᛵᒮᅗዯ፵ᣃ៦ᠥድᛢᗻὦᯖⅅᐹᅗᐑ

៦ᐿᐵឯ᱑ዯ᠈ᢽᢢᛵ⍹Ꮒᢄệᅙ

፯Ễᨈ▧⍶ᤲᣯᾜ᰿ᢤ᥇Mayank Mansingh Kaul
។Ꭴᅝᆋkhadiᑋᐵឯዷᛵṇ➳Ấ♡ᾝᨬᯆᏒጙᛵᐩ↗ᅙ៝
ᛓዷᛦᡤᷕkhadiᾜᅗ᎐ᢢᚑᗥ⍹Ꮒᴗᅗᔪ᭬►ᒀ⍯ᐉ
ዷᏫፊ†ᛵᔲḁᅙᆌ

A 
SLEW of young Indian fashion design-
ers has made a bold choice in their use 
of fabric recently – a decision to look 
backwards. !ey have pulled from Indian 
history a hand-spun, hand-woven cotton 

material popularised in the 1920s by Mahatma Gandhi, 
the famed leader of Indian nationalism in British-ruled 
India. !e fabric is khadi. Gandhi called it “sacred cloth” 
and the poignant image of him spinning it at a wheel 
endures as an iconic depiction of the leader. Cricket great 
Sachin Tendulkar, along with numerous politicians,  
dons the “freedom fabric”, as it is also popularly known, 
both as a way of connecting with the masses and to pay 
reverence to an important part of India’s history. 

Purists are drawn to 
the handmade quality 
of khadi (far left),  
a beloved traditional 
Indian fabric that  
has become a  
fashion favourite 

᧣ᏩᲟẨkhadiᏖᛵዷᧁ
ᓕᰳᗥ፯ᨈ⋊ᙰᓲ፫ᅳᏔ

ᣈᅴᅗ᱑⃣ᐵឯᏖᯀᕗ

ᮥᗽᘼᠾ❣ᜪ

Fitting tributes
ℸᏖᒮ

An Indian fabric with historical significance 
is making a comeback as a fashion statement

46   SILKROAD  MAY  2013

FLY INDIA  ⋤ΐᐵឯ



ፂ፞ᅗ᱑⃣⍪ᨌᛵ፯ᨈᏖጦᐪឯ⏏ᩪᅙ

ᴜ᳗ᒺᅗጙ⍆ᣞᏁẨᡤᷕ∮᠐ᾜᅗ

⁝khadiᏖጰ᤹ዯ❁ᅗᓄᯀᑋᝩẨ᎔khadi 
᩿Ẽᎈ᎖⏣ᅙ

᱑ᜌᣉ∮᥆ᬸᐵឯᾜᠾᅗᑋᎴᑧ⓴ᒭᛵ 
ᐵឯᾜᘐᅗ᰿ᢤ᥇Ja mes Ferrei ra᤺
ᐆድዯᖗᐬᐨᱡ᎔k hadiᏖⓗℽᛵᾜᅙ 
Deepika Govind᰿ᢤᛵᾜᅗᝢ᎔khadi
Ꮦᮛᑁᗥ᎘⒭ᝉᏖℽᱛᅙSabyasach i 
Mukherjeeጌᠥ⚮ᷖẌጚ₡ᤍ᰿ᢤድkhadi
ᾙጛᅙ᰿ᢤᵬAbraham and Thakoreᝢ
ᑋᢒᛵ᪓ᨑᤲᘾᏸᙏConran ShopᅗᎤ
᫋khadiᕩᶋᏖὡᅙ
᎔ጙᯖᏕᲵᠥᐂ∕ᛵፊᎽጌ ᾦᭆᎤ

khadiᯆᅗᐵឯጙងᏖፔᎤጕፊᎽArvind 
Millsᅗᝅᢤ ᯆkhadiጳ⁕ᎈ᎖⏣ᅗỻ
ᲆᎤጕᗭ፧⌣⋱᫋ᅙᐨᮾᑀᛵᾜᵬ 
Fabindiaᝢ␋ᏸῑᕜ៝ᙐ▧ᭊ┠ᛵ
khadiᏖⓗℽᜳ❲ᢡᅗᗄᬗᗭᕏΆᜇᛵἱᅜ
ᖓṩᜌ❢ᜲL Capital Asiaᛵ᎐ᮿᑁ⁇ዷ
Ravi Thakranᜨᐆᅗ᎘ᣞ឴ᚶ⋂᱑⃣ᣯ❁
᪼Ổᓗ᧟ℚỒፊ᧟ᛵ∗ᑨᅗᑆᒀᐿFabin-
dia┠ዹድ8%ᜌᐡᅙ
ᐵឯᘸ፵⍶ₐKhadi and Village Indus-

tries CommissionᅳKVICᅴᏩᢤ ᗯᘷዯᣥ
ᆋkhadi∕⅂ᆌᅗᓆᏸᑙᆋ᧣ᶱ∕⅂ᆌዯ∐ᅗ
ᑵᑋ␇♡᧣᪙ℚ≘ᝉ᱑⃣Ꮦᛵ⋊ᅙᒀᏊᅗ

KVICᐑỻᲆḶ᰿ጀᑑᤲkhadi┠ᛦጱ፬ᅗ
᜴᫋⋈khadiᯆᅙ
ᐵឯk hadiᏖᑴᑋ18ᅘ19ᎌᡫጦᎤጕᗭ 
∟ᅗἡ᎐ᢢᏸᗔⓗℽᜳᰶᅙᗭድ20ᎌᡫ
ᜧᅗᐵឯᏫ᭠᎐ὤᜇᷲጴᠥᆋ⎕ᐉῒ᪳ᛵᗯ

ᆌᅗkhadiᏖᚑ៦ᑋᐵឯጙᒭᗥᅙፂ፶ᅗ⁝
▧ᑺᡘᖖᛵዷᕗᑆᠥᏐዷ፯ᨈ▧ᛵ⋊Ầᘍ

᱐ឯᅗ᎔Ꮠ⁝ᐵឯዷᏫᛵḁ⇟Ấὤᅗᒚ⁝

᱑⃣Ꮦᭆᲆᒣᅙᕗᢽᢢᛵ៦ᅗkhadi឴⋢
ᑁᑋᐵឯᛵ∻ᬉᦟᣦᡤ ᅗᷕᨬᗭᎢỎᤝᮉᅙ

“!e resonance that khadi has in India’s 
collective psyche is huge,” says Mayank Man-
singh Kaul, a hand-loom expert and fashion 
designer. “Politicians wear khadi because of this 
historical construct, because it is in keeping 
with the image of a public servant.”

On the Indian fashion scene, the 
trend of wearing the humble hand-
loomed fabric is widespread. College 
students, who had earlier shunned 
khadi in favour of more cutting-edge 
fashion, are now pairing it with jeans. 
Last year, during India Fashion Week, 
designer James Ferreira showcased 
a collection made entirely from the 
fabric. Deepika Govind includes khadi 
among the eco-friendly textiles she 
uses in her designs; Sabyasachi 
Mukherjee has designed khadi 
skirts for Bollywood actresses; and 
design label Abraham & !akore 
has sold khadi throws at Britain’s 
upscale Conran Shop. 

Mass-market firms are also experiment-
ing with khadi. Arvind Mills, a large Indian 
textile export company, plans to produce 
khadi denim jeans for sale in Paris and global 
clothing brand Fabindia makes tunics out of 
khadi sourced from rural NGOs. Investors 
seem to be taking note: private-equity fund 
L Capital Asia purchased an eight percent 
stake in Fabindia, partly because it marries 
commercial good and social good, said Ravi 
!akran, a managing partner of the firm.

Government agency Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission (KVIC) plans 
to institute a “khadi mark”, similar to 

An outfit from Deepika 
Govind’s Khadi Kool 
Summer 2013 Collection

Deepika Govind᰿ᢤᛵ
Khadi Kool 2013ᤝᘵᖗᐬ 
ᗥጱዯᴷᾜ

The traditional craft 
of hand-weaving khadi 

(above left) has inspired 
designers such as 

Sabyasachi Mukherjee 
(right) 

Ṟᯱ፯▧khadi
ᏖᅳᏔጆ‽ᅴጦᑯ

ᠥSabyasachi 
MukherjeeᅳᎷጆ
‽ᅴɜ ᰿ᢤ᥇ᛵ 
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Dragonair flies daily 
to Bengaluru and four 
times a week to Kolkata
ᵁᨴᜀᕦ፶ᔅᑺᨴ⍶ 
ᣊᙗᧈᎧ♉ᅜᕦᘐᑺ 
Ꮘᧈᨴ⍶ᣊᙗᎧᐾᶤ

FLY WITH US
ᵁᨴᶗ

᰿ᢤ᥇Ravi KiranᝅᭊᏸkhadiᏖℽᱛ
₅ጄᛵᾜᵬMetaphor Rachaᅗ᎘ⅉᅝ
ᆋkhadiጴᡱᑋᚑᗥᯭⓏẦᅗᓇỒᡒᗭᨈ≹
◵ᒩℚᯭᏘᛵᪧ᥅ᅙᗇ⁘ጆᅗᲟẨkhadiᑺ
ᧁ⋊ᛵዷጰỒḋᨈᛵkhadiᏖᅗᒚᪧ
ẨᯭⓏ⋊Ầᅗᑆᠥ᱑∐ጭᎵ᤺ᯀᕦᒳᨈ▧ᜇ

፯ᨈᛵᧁᒩᅙᆌ

ጌᑺዷ⍠፬ᅗጙḪᯆ᱑⃣Ꮦᛵᾭᅗᨬ

ᓥᝉ៑ᗥᑺᧁ⋊ᅙᑑᣥ▧Ꮹᓜዾᗐ᱑⃣ 
ṞᯱᏖ᩷ጆᯀ᰿ᢤᛵↅᢢᅙᎴᑧ6፸ᅗ 
ᐵឯᱻᑢᛵᤲ᰿ᢤ⍆᪇ℚKVIC♁ᘷᑁᓆ
ᗴ⛠ᅗɨ ⑬ᠥkhadiᡐ⚆ᯆᛵ᰿ᢤᅘᵬ
ᭆ⇚ᅘ᪼∕᰿ᢤᘍ ᫋ᶟᴀᗒᗴᓛᅙ᱑Ṍ⁇

ᒸᢤ ┯Ồፁᑋ⍆᪇❴ᛵᑧ⅜᰿ᢤ᥇ℚ

KVICΆᓛᛵᨈ▧ᐴ᩿⁝ᩪᗔᅗ᎔ዶዷዯᛵ
ᔲᑨᑁᓆᅙ

ᏀዯᣥᑀᠥMalkha Marketing Trustᛵ
⍶ₐᝢℚᨈ▧ᐴዯᩪᕓᖠ᰿ᢤℚᷮᅗዯ፵

ᣃᝉᑜῑᕜᛵṞᯱጟង፯ጤ♐ᒭỔᅗዯ፵ᣃ

ᓲ፫ᑧ⅜ᛵᐵឯዷᢽỉᚽᷲ᱑⃣Ꮦᅙᾤ

▧ᛵᲐ␈ዷUzra Bilgrami។Ꭴᅝᆋkhadi⍕
ᑺ◬ᢽẤὤᅗዯᗔᐵឯዷ⁝ᏐᑺᧁᦜᛵᬧẦᅗ

ዶᗔᏐ៦᧣Ꮹᛵᐵឯᯆᅜⅉᗭᙑᅗᔾᣞጦᑺ

5,000ᑧᛵᨈ▧⍹Ꮒᅙᆌ

the existing “silk mark”, as a means of guaranteeing 
authenticity and quality. It also plans to open dozens 
of khadi plazas to sell products made from the material. 

In the 18th and 19th centuries, Khadi was exported to 
Europe to make gowns. Its widespread revival in India 
came courtesy of Indian nationalists in the early 20th 
century, who considered khadi as the “livery of freedom”. 
Today, the cloth has found appreciation among textile 
connoisseurs who value its handmade quality, so"ness 
and symbolism to Indians of all ages. It’s also hugely 
versatile in India’s tropical climate, keeping the wearer 
cool in the summer and warm in the winter.

“!e beauty of khadi is its coarseness,” says designer 
Ravi Kiran, who uses the fabric for his clothing brand, 
Metaphor Racha. “You can see the aberrations and un-
evenness of the khadi yarn. In fact, purists won’t buy 
fine khadi; they prefer the coarse variety because you 
can see the weaver’s handprint there.”

Some people wonder if the fabric is still authentic if it 
has been spun on a mass scale. Various organisations are 
making efforts to bridge the gap between age-old tradi-
tion and the needs of modern design. In June 2012, the 
National Institute of Design signed an agreement with 
the KVIC to provide help with product design, branding, 
labelling and retailing of khadi and related products. 
Under this partnership, young designers at the school 
will be paired with cra"speople supported by KVIC. 

“!ere are two great things about khadi: it has an emo-
tional connect with Indians and it is truly indigenous,” 
says Uzra Bilgrami, founder of Malkha Marketing Trust, 
a group striving to preserve the traditional, small-scale 
cra" in villages by working with weavers to update de-
signs so as to appeal to younger generations of Indians. 
“A"er all, we have been weavers of cotton for 5,000 years.”

CATHAY PACIFIC HOLIDAYS 4 DAYS/2 NIGHTS BENGALURU (BANGALORE) PACKAGES FROM HK$5,190
ᦤᴞ4፶2ᘝᧈᎧ♉␋ΐᤞᯟᏻ5,190ᵁፅᩪ

CHOICE OF HOTELS:
•  Aloft Bengaluru Whitefield
•  The Leela Palace Bangalore
•  The Taj West End

PACKAGE PRICE INCLUDES:
•  Round trip Economy Class flight 
 between Hong Kong and Bengaluru
• Accommodation for two consecutive 
 nights at chosen hotel
•  Daily breakfast
•  500 Asia Miles
•  Travel insurance

DEPARTURE PERIOD: 
Now until 29 June, 2013

Please visit www.cxholidays.com  
for booking

Cathay Holidays Limited terms and  
conditions apply.
Licence No.: 352024

ᙏ␋⍛ᅝ
•  Aloft Bengaluru Whitefield
•  The Leela Palace Bangalore
•  The Taj West End

ΐᤞᯟ↡ᦕᎩ៘ᅝ
•  ᛸᨴᗔᑇᣍᵁᧈᎧ♉⒒ហᒳ⍶ᯟ
•  ᱕✟ᗣ᭥ᒴᚑᒢ␋ᙏ
•  ᕦ፶ᑴ
•  500ᆋᗉὈᖾ᱓ᆌᖾ∋
•  ΐᝉ␤

Ꭴᶋ፶ᴞᅝ
ᏻᓟ፶ᩪᒣ2013ᑧ6፸29፶

ᢥ┠⊲█✪ᨄwww.cxholidays.com

ṎᗽᦤᴞᑺᢿፊᎽ᭾ᴷᝢᡮᕘᅙ
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Mahatma Gandhi 
spinning khadi, a  

fabric he referred to  
as “sacred cloth”

ὧṆᑊ⃤khadiᠥ 
ᆋ᧷ὧጴᏖᆌᅜ‽ጱ᎘Ꮹ 

ᑋᨈ▧ᒀᏖ
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