
Ghosts, gods, demons, and kin ness in abundance 
Every tourist feels the 
inherent Bhutanese trait 
of compassion It 1s easy 
to blend the natural with 
the supernatural here 

D 
.,.lhinlaflllabouldeaih6'•tuna 
•cbi -1ourho~Th, 
OhuU.nHf' v('m lo think so 

Throughout the mount1.1n kln~m. 
dtwlh~v.1thlJ'eU1Yi'3)•th.a~IUb--
U,,)nbeauufuJ Con>,d,rtsatsas:fanu-
i...r..iuono-un1 ,aupa·W..P)r.uruch 
fromcb) miud•1lhlh<'-oldrad rrl 
lll\('I a.nd ~I\(' thtm as~(• OfT('r• 

Ing,. Th,ubtqw1ou.,pra)ern emon-
ilist1ht-<k-..Kl,l.\doi0111f/haliif/. p,amt 
mis and dt01r, daOCt'"- t~uo«!rab are 
communal alTaJB since Buddh1•ta 
briM"\t' In t'ftllC2flU.lt0n. dtath 115ttn au 

a i(l"Nt, It!'\\ or the Eastern I limab).i.lnll 
dKCtndNI 10 Lampm Gilrdtl\.\ \\-ht-re 

, mmLu.barbtu.b~lhnMt,.rulti 

~-dtfy,ngnprrimc,btpncn 
UW,, Druk AJrfflght (rum OtlhJ to Pvo (1bo¥t)TCfr'sNes1,lOOOmabovc1H l~anda 8uddh11trnonk.. 
Onl) 2i pllOU In 1h< •orld un l,nd"' 

,-a..~ and "'lrbltn thn>n&'f'(l thl" bushes. 
W11h 775 btrd a°'I a ,i;t qt-nn& 
abundantt ofllor.und f•URA, llhu1.a,. 

1hfo most bM>d1,t ·necotml~ U'\ 

lht•orid . ...,..,..0) Ci'<Ril>Un, <ue 

\ourc.tf.runmo.tl}b)-~UUtn..ndpopu 
bn'ifd .-tor Deeplka Paduk.1-ne, \¥al. 

JlO"ltd on lnstagnm I ch,tted ,.,th 20 
).....,J)fflonntts,~u,o\aiii-'a 
and--=•llov.ftTptt-0,p« · 
form for• big• l<'OOP of toun.t.'L They 
._ne1ncollegeuwtv.ot\Nput ume&J 
prrforultf'Stom;aken1.tam,1fMI\ 1-.ktd 
th<m about the th<mts the <hncff por-
tn,-.d and" lut the, consid<ml impo,-
tant m lhtlr cuJtwe- To I Pf'noll. they 
s;ud, kmdnes,. Tho) IN'dchlf<r<'flt words, 
ol'roUNe"-lonnglundn8\ott,m1lriL.~foo, 
tolerance,gen..-l"OS.lty. but t.bt1r undtrl) 
lngmeantng"-.sallabout~-u,g 

Paro bt'cau..e 1t la:dtw'lt .,imWly As.UM" I h.appjnN,;t., not 1nd1-..1dual h.appln<"k, .. 
p1me1umed&lwpl) lfllh•g,pbn.e<'fl ,xplllned m1 guld, "l,mp) T,hmn& 
tv.o 1lli',untauu. I mutlered tnc:Obrttnt l1fflllg good go,em,mce, a.ustainable 
Pf"I)<""'• but thrlmdmg•.usmorith. dt'\tlopmtnt, tn\-1rOn~n1aj oon.\t•f\a 

People \.lt,ll 1111. (1bltd Land or tht hon ,md 11rtttr.JllOO or cuhure~ rut~ 
Thund<rl>ngon <Druk \ul In th, l>roni· urc.ofhappu,,.._ I lhoup,1 about thin• 
kha fanguageJ 1n ~arch of \\Onder, lh1kcduptoParosTaktaangMoru.stcry 
be3uly, <·nhil\ltnmt1U, and, )Cl, happ1 or llgcr'1 ,\<'61,C'&SllyBhuun•, mow pho 
~bu11ht8uJJhblUkeonlupp111eas toe:ni1>1ll'd,po1 \bJM,r_:'YJ>k:lurac.1u<'. 

~ui:;;::;,~~-==,el !~:••rocky~ ,3,000mabo\e 

Bhut..nr11Wh,plo111ht•oridlupp1 CU11"""-paruaibrlycompll'Xone,Uke 
tftlaa..lt, ¥1 ltllWtg an honounbl.-mf'n • Bhu1,n and lndtJ, demand more rrorn 
1100 1n lht 2023 report ·when 1'r N)' lOW'lll,l.S.Jlmff~.gtncraJmanig«of oeehi""••••e lhtUm.ol',rohottl.alludod101hu~htn 

hl"t,pWntd'"thetwoBhuWb'" on,eon NSytoblendthena1ural\\tththt111prr- \\e,11o1.tf'dthtbmolaP'un.lkhil>aontt:. 
thrlilUfJC'f'IOllthtnlhttlhl1b·(l-111r,IAl nlfun.l Rhu~taktgh<).\tt.plund \\ht-re roron.iuom t.Ut rlJ«', nfttd. 
hJ,t an opt"n h.r.ut'" In Buddhi.m. drmoo.,M.-not.&!J) Aftcrada)ofM3hlil't'· hlkt<lupl0Sttsp«tk"Ul.vmon1..aene. 
1hough.a.n<J1irnhrartlm.rw.1omu,d1hl" 1ng. I ~,n .. N.1alont>al ''-11\M.'I around tht \\llhcolourfulmura.ls.Wr~,,Jaw.r-
n,)"-1x,vuW'"k,\,:tng lundllt'\6• mtt.11IA Am.mkoraTiumphu,\\hf'f'i"tN't-\tmded pn"' bre.akb,,t ~kif a lf'mplf'. :\U 100 
bon,¥.luchfA11UllCf..lOOUlC\Cf)'nlOtt.o f0).ilf.Jm1I) ll\f'i. Trttirusdtd ~lttilm\ soon.nwutnMtodmf'txK:ktoParo11r• 
teryl \-Nied Acommonpra)CTutlcredby ,rurgll-tl fa<'n I could 11nag1.n~ hunll') pon On thadmo, I called rom1trmodd 
1htmonks.andtndt'Cd.1U BhulaJK'W,i»I ghoMi.and,nAkegodsthatrequ1rt'dpro and actor l\('ll) DoQtt. \\ho no\\ runs a 
blNlng forpeeo:- TasludtltA, good luck 11111a1ton In tn) room, lht> al,1'T h.Kl lrft hlgh"ffld tra,l'lcm1pan). toa.\k hun \\ tQ1 
andgoodhtillh 1>rolrc-ll\t-"rhn11•ro\.11') bt;\d\o~h1chl \\bdahnctf\eaboulbu.rouolr) ~Bhuun 

llhu~brhf'\f'Uldwuuuon -mlk.h noreblfun-gomgdoY.nfordmntr hJ,.,-.choftt1theiuthDtn:\dltd topro-

Th.tsinhert:nt Bhutan("!,r,f' 1r111orrnm 

_,_.mtlll<l)lm~andl.an,na 
tns.n.knt i.sfdtb)-n'N) IOUNl'1>1llng 

BhuWl.11 aperh,lll5•h~ ,onwt) return. 
hke tht oaw i..nu. v.hom I once lnltr- t.l) Drll wop\\"UPunuha.about rour 1«11tsforests. 1tsrultutt anJculu,'alea 
\-1('\1,l-dforlhilm"''fMPft' \\hm)oub\'t! hour.from Thlmphub)'road anJqu1tr I kmdtr ll'ld more mmJ(ul ·•oott),• be SltobaSara,ia,,uuottlq/l(,tdmlu."16 
.,.cl,,...tolhtl.ondblheydo.•htn60'\ ~trnll)h<.o,enfuulxr<t,~1<t,,rhlt,m, txpl.omtd btutwlu,Batgaiun,an,1..,btmalOfll 
oft~c:uunt,r•unJrrforesa 00\er. 11 b \\etm -nirdDochubP-..CJJOOndy,,\lh ~b~\.U•I v.~~burxb.nL ~• h•eorttnbtttorandtol"Mmstfor\hnL 
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