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Capability Centres (GCCs) are located in Bengaluru. 
The state’s new GCC Policy targets 500 new GCCs 

and additional 3.5 lakh jobs by 2029

DK Shivakumar

engaluru is now at the intersection of  
dizzying glory and growing pains. The 
city’s meteoric rise — from leafy Can-
tonment town to a global tech empire 
— has been dazzling, but it’s saddled 
with attendant baggage of  pangs not 
unknown to any booming metropolis.

From the gentle buzz of  commerce 
in old Pete areas to the bustling British 
cantonments and from a slow-burn 
pensioners’ paradise to buzzing tech-
nology hubs, Bengaluru has journeyed 
through centuries with a rare poise 
and a resolve to keep its soul intact. At 
a deeply personal level, Bengaluru is a 
living canvas of  my life in all its pit-
stops. I’ve felt every shift in its heart-
beat and every triumph it has claimed.

From the PSU wave in the 1950s to 
the industrialisation wave of  1970s 
and early IT wave of  1990s to the start-
up tides of  2010s, Bengaluru has at-
tracted more talent, more businesses 
and more commerce.

Such growths do exact a price. Ben-
galuru’s population, which was around 
55 lakh in the year 2000, has skyrock-
eted to 1.4 crore today. The city now 
hosts 1.2 crore registered vehicles. 
Roads are clearly unable to handle the 
load resulting in traffic congestion. 
Great challenges need great responses 
and here’s a broad-brush portrait of  
how our govt is giving Bengaluru an 
infrastructure leg-up.

PATH TO BETTER ROADS
With the cost of  land along arterial 
roads hitting the roof, widening of  
roads is ruled out. Only viable solution 
is to go underground. Two tunnel cor-
ridors -- North-South and East-West -- 
have been planned to ease traffic. The 
Rs 42,000-crore 16.7km tunnel road 
passes through most congested areas 
of  the core city and will save about 45 
minutes of  commute time. This subter-
ranean tunnel to be built 120 feet below 
the ground will be spearheaded by 
Bengaluru Smart Infrastructure Ltd 
and will be completed in three years.

Double-decker flyovers along Metro 
lines are a home-grown innovation. 
The 44.3km network of  flyovers inte-
grated with Metro lines is being devel-
oped jointly by BBMP and BMRCL 
sharing the `9,000 crore cost. This ap-
proach would be followed for all new 
Metro lines.

If  there’s one project that could 
have significantly eased Bengaluru’s 
traffic, it was Peripheral Ring Road 
on the northern part connecting Tu-
makuru Road and Hosur Road. This 
project was gathering dust for over a 
decade and a half. Our govt revived 
the project and named it Bengaluru 
Business Corridor. This access-con-
trolled urban highway will complete 
the urban highway loop along exist-
ing NICE road. The govt has secured 

a funding of  Rs 27,000 crore for the 
project from Hudco and others.

Another notable project is 110-km 
elevated road network to ease surface-
level congestion. At least 300km roads 
are being built along buffer zones of  
stormwater drains to create alterna-
tive routes. This will create new roads 
and avoid flooding along storm water 

drains. An allocation of  `3,000 crore 
has been made for this project.

Some 1,682km roads are being up-
graded with concrete surfacing to 
improve durability and reduce main-
tenance. This would eliminate the 
perennial problem of  potholes on 
arterial roads.

The 18.8 km elevated Metro line 

between RV Road and Bommasandra 
is likely to open soon. The 21.2km line 
between Nagawara and Gottigere is 
nearing completion and should be 
thrown open to the public by next year. 
The 32.1km orange line between Heb-
bal and JP Nagar is approved and con-
struction will start soon. The 12.5km 
silver line between Kadabagere and 
Hosahalli has also been approved and 
construction will start soon.

Bengaluru would have more than 
200km once Metro phase 2 and 3 are 
completed. The objective is to add 1-2 
hours of  quality time to the lives of  
people by reducing commute time.

TREATING TRASH
Solid waste generation in Bengaluru 
has gone up several folds in the past 
decade. Its management needs an inte-
grated approach. But the well-
entrenched garbage con-
tractors are trying to 
prevent transforma-
tion in this space. We 
are studying waste 
disposal technology 
in other states and 
we will soon come 
out with a policy 
for waste disposal.

We have intro-
duced a helpline -- 
1533/9448197197 -- so 
that citizens can send 
photos of  garbage pile-
ups in their area to BBMP for 
clearing. The government regular-
ised services of  12,692 pourakarmi-
kas recently.

THE ELIXIR OF LIFE
The Cauvery 5th stage project is com-
pleted and it would supply water to 
110 peripheral villages in Greater 
Bengaluru. The planning for Cauvery 
6th stage is underway for the city’s 
future needs. Alongside, our govt has 
introduced Sarala Cauvery scheme 
wherein owners of  homes and flats 
can pay 20% down payment and se-
cure water connection. The rest can 
be paid in instalments.

The 2024 summer was a serious 
warning for Bengaluru city as nearly 
7,000 borewells dried up due to lack 
of  rains and the private water tanker 
mafia fleeced citizens. The govern-
ment took over many private water 

tankers to bring the prices under 
control. As a permanent solution, our 
government has introduced the San-
chari Cauvery scheme.

RESTORING LAKES
Bengaluru founder Kempegowda built 
1,000 lakes in and around Bengaluru. 
Unfortunately, the lakes are becoming 
cesspools due to lack of  separation of  
sewage from storm waters. Our govt 
decision to fill all tanks with treated 
water would ensure a clean and safe 
public space for the people.

NO-CLUTTER LAYOUTS
One key reason for Bengaluru’s sys-
tematic growth in the past was organ-
ised layouts till 2005. When I was the 
urban development minister in the SM 
Krishna government, several organ-

ised BDA layouts were 
formed. Unfortunately, 

this exercise has hit a 
roadblock in the past 

two decades. We are 
trying to revive 
the BDA layouts.

ADMN REBOOT
Bengaluru has 

grown big to be 
managed only by 

BBMP. We have 
passed Greater Ben-

galuru Authority Bill 
which allows us multiple 

corporations under one um-
brella body. This radical re-organisa-
tion will enable us to manage the grow-
ing city’s needs far more effectively.

WHAT’S COMING
Bengaluru’s best days are not behind 
us, they are ahead. Together, let’s build 
a city that future generations will in-
habit and also cherish. Our vision is 
clear: A Bengaluru that is smart, 
green, inclusive, and globally com-
petitive. A city where a tech entrepre-
neur in Whitefield, a street vendor in 
Chickpet, a student in Jayanagar and 
a daily wage labourer in Kengeri and 
all others in between feel equally em-
powered and comfortable.

Mahatma Gandhi said, “The fu-
ture depends on what you do to-
day.” It’s time we acted with ur-
gency, empathy, and unity to re-
claim Namma Bengaluru.
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THE CITY NOW BOASTS 
OF SOME OF THE FIN-
EST MULTI-SPECI-
ALITY AND SUPER-
SPECIALITY HOSPITALS 
IN ASIA, ATTRACT-
ING PATIENTS FROM 
ACROSS AFRICA, THE 
MIDDLE EAST, SOUTH 
ASIA, MAURITIUS AND 
THE MALDIVES.

REBOOTING 
BENGALURU, AGAIN

The City That Has Launched A Million Dreams In The 
Past 25 Years Now Needs Infrastructure Refresh. With 

Many Projects In The Pipeline, The Tech City Will Add More 
To Its Mojo And Become Future-Proof
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very now and then, my friends want 
to move to Bangalore. They are at-
tracted by its weather and vibrant 
tech scene. Since I write books and 
articles about this city, they often ask 
for advice of  various sorts: good 
schools, cost of  living and, most of-
ten, where to live. For the last ques-
tion, I have a stock answer. I describe 
various neighbourhoods in Banga-
lore and then offer my final tip: live 
near a bazaar. Unless you are the kind 
who doesn’t like bazaars, in which 
case my advice would be the opposite: 
live in a gated community.

Cities claim your heart in many 
ways.  Some are flamboyant and classy, 
with many world-class museums, 
buildings and performing-arts venues. 
Others play up their age with ancient 
alleys and historical landmarks. Some 
cities, though, try to walk the fine line 
between doing all of  the above. Banga-
lore is one of  these cities. The region 
it stands on is objectively one of  the 
oldest, not just in India but on Earth. 
Bangalore stands atop a Precambrian 
geologic rocky terrain formed 4.3 bil-
lion years ago.  Lalbagh rock, that all 
of  us clamber upon, is part of  this 
geologic time. When you stand on top 
of  it, you are touching one of  the oldest 
parts of  Earth. Bangalore city, on the 
other hand, is layered. It does not have 
the historical heft of  neighbouring 
Chennai with its Chola kings and co-

lonial remnants. It does not have 
Mughal history and grand buildings 
like Delhi.  It is not as vibrant in its 
performing arts venues as Mumbai. 

It does not have the Colonial build-
ings of  Kolkata. Bangalore is a bit of  
a khichdi with all of  the above and 
none of  the above.

What makes Bangalore unique? 
Well, for one, its weather. The second 
anomaly is that it is not near a river, 
which most global cities need in or-
der to set up their civilizations. Ban-
galore became a settlement because 
it was at the crossroads of  the North-
South East-West trade routes. Today, 
this city has been overtaken by tech-
nology, first with IT and now with its 
startup culture. If  you want to see 
Bangalore before it became synony-

mous with software, you have to go 
to its bazaars. It is where all the 
wheeling and dealing happens.

On nearly every weekday morn-
ing, I have a routine. I wear a simple 
cotton saree and walk to Russell Mar-
ket. I may not necessarily enter the 
market, but all along the way are 
vendors who I know and have culti-
vated over the many years that I have 
lived in Bangalore. 

There is the dour vendor on Dhar-
maraja Koil street who only sells ba-
nana leaves, a lady who sells greens 
and know their medicinal properties, 
a flower guy who can custom-make 
arrangements for parties as long as 
they are Indian-style garland-type 
ones. I chat with them, haggle for 
vegetables and learn new things.

To see the city that you live in as 
a spectacle, object of  visual interest 
and social interaction requires that 
you be a flaneur: that old French word 
which connotes loitering without a 
purpose. There are several cities in 
the world that lend themselves to this 
sort of  approach to life in the city. 
Most European cities, for instance, 
let your wander. In India, this is dif-
ficult largely because of  the trifecta 
of  heat, traffic and pollution. In Ban-
galore, though, this is possible, par-
ticularly if  you live in densely popu-
lated areas like mine. Shivajinagar is 
full of  narrow alleys and lanes that 
connote a time before vehicles. 

The trick is to choose unchang-

ing eternal sights that are not 
linked to any event or season as 
your touchstones. In my area, this 
means choosing old temples to god-
desses like Muthyalamma, Angala 
Parameshwari and Mariamma. It 
means the St Mary’s Church and the 

Juma Masjid.  It means the old attar 
sellers who have populated the place 
forever. And, of  course, Russell Mar-
ket where a rotating cast of  garland 
makers, butchers and vegetable ven-
dors ply their trade. With that said, 
I want to give you specific instances 

of  how to walk through your neigh-
bourhood with a flaneur’s approach.

Look for cobblers and tailors as 
you walk. Stop for a moment to peer 
into their shops. Some will have 
boots and buttons, some will have 
men sitting on the floor and doing 
intricate embroidery. 

Punjab tailors or LB Prakash in 
Commercial Street, for instance, is 
where I go to get intricate work 
done. You can squat on the ground 
next to the sequin guy or the embroi-
derer and discuss French knots and 
roses with them. Isn’t this luxury?

Look for gully cricket. Still hap-
pens in small lanes all over Banga-
lore. If  you are in the mood and have 
time, join in. It is a great way to know 
the neighbourhood.

Look at street names wherever 
you are in Bangalore. In Shivajina-
gar for instance, there is a Fruit 
Street, Murphy Road and Ashur 
Khanna street. I wonder about 
these names and these people.  Who 
were they and how did they influ-
ence Bangalore?

In that question lies a new explo-
ration. Being curious about your 
neighbourhood lets you peel open 
the layers hidden in plain sight. 
They let you both be a tourist in 
your own city and also get to know 
the place that you call home a little 
better. But for all this, the necessary 
but not sufficient condition is that 
you must walk.

E

TO SEE THE CITY 
THAT YOU LIVE IN 
AS A SPECTACLE, 
OBJECT OF VISUAL 
INTEREST AND 
SOCIAL INTERACTION
 REQUIRES THAT 
YOU BE A FLANEUR

WALK THE STREETS TO 
KNOW B’LURU’S REAL CORE
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